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Switzerland imports around half of its food and feedstuffs from abroad. The 
way we eat impacts farming and society in other countries. Switzerland is a 
global trading venue for agricultural commodities and inputs. It therefore to 
some degree determines the framework conditions for food systems around 
the world, and is a contributing factor in extensive, input-intensive and high-
ly technologized agriculture. This further increases the risk to biodiversity 
and puts the environment under strain. Land grabs and inequitable market 
structures also ramp up the pressure on smallholders in the South, with dev-
astating consequences for jobs and food security. 

Our current food system causes inequalities in other countries. The world 
produces enough calories to sustain even a growing global population, but 
much of this food is denied to starving peoples and exported instead in the 
form of animal feed, bioenergy or industrial raw material. 

The way to eliminate these inequalities is to improve smallholder incomes. 
Many farms are also fighting for survival in Switzerland. Agroecology offers 
a tried-and-tested solution here. It protects both biodiversity and ecosystem 
health, while improving farmers’ everyday lives and strengthening not just 
their legal position but their say in how land is managed. The Federal Coun-
cil now supports agroecology as an effective approach. 

Swiss trade policy makes it more difficult for partner countries to estab-
lish sustainable food systems. Although the free trade agreement with Indo-
nesia included binding sustainability criteria for the first time in response to 
enormous pressure from civil society, the agreement with the Mercosur bloc 
– currently in the final stage of negotiations – provides only for informal di-
alogue on sustainability. In its bilateral trade treaties Switzerland insists that 
seeds be subject to strict intellectual property rules. This effectively forces 
partner countries to violate farmers’ rights to seed, even though broad agri-
cultural seed schemes actually ensure food security and biodiversity. These 
must be recognised and strengthened for the future. 

Parliament has suspended consultations on the Federal Council’s draft 
new agricultural policy, known as AP22+. This setback is also an opportuni-
ty, however. Switzerland can begin again on a broader, 2030 Agenda-focused 
basis that includes a comprehensive food policy.
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• With the inclusion of food system 
stakeholders, the federal govern-
ment draws up a transformative 
policy on food that defines interim 
targets, action, and resources.

• At both national and international 
levels Switzerland pursues an  
agroecological approach in accor-
dance with the FAO definition.  
In doing so it prioritises the politi-
cal and socioeconomic aspects  
of participation and farmers’ rights. 
It rejects any ‘sustainable’ or  
‘environmental’ intensification or 

calls to use genetically modified 
organisms.

• Switzerland reduces its dependence 
on imported inputs such as feed-
stuffs and mineral fertilizers.  
It promotes site-adapted farming. 

• The federal government and the 
cantons encourage sustainable 
eating habits, specifically a low-
meat diet. Public-sector canteens 
lead by good example. Official  
support for the sale of animal 
products is halted. 

• The federal government and the 
cantons fulfil their obligations  
under the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and abolish subsidies  
and incentives that harm biodiver-
sity. 

• Future bilateral trade agreements 
contain binding sustainability  
criteria. However, they deliberately 
do not stipulate how partner coun-
tries should govern intellectual 
property in relation to seed, and in 
particular how specific varieties 
are protected. 
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