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The 2030 Agenda understands peace as the absence of all forms of violence, 
be it direct, cultural or structural. 

Participation and the right to a say are the foundations of peaceful and 
inclusive societies. When those who are affected are involved on an equal 
footing in decision-making processes, power really is shared. A quarter of the 
population in Switzerland is excluded from political processes. In addition to 
those who do not hold Swiss citizenship, other groups such as women, young 
people, people who have experienced migration and people with disabilities 
are often heavily underrepresented. Development projects around the world 
rarely involve local and Indigenous communities in their design and realisa-
tion. In most peace processes there will be few, if any, women at the table.

Participation requires scope for action. As studies by CIVICUS and oth-
ers show, this is shrinking all the time for civil society actors around the 
world. The limitations range from administrative barriers and restricted ac-
cess to financing to intimidation and criminalisation and even physical vio-
lence. Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAPPs) are used in 
an attempt to dissuade individuals and organisations from making a particu-
lar statement or from being critical in their reporting. At least 358 human 
rights defenders were killed in 2021. Even in Switzerland, the political pres-
sure on civil society actors is intensifying.

Peacebuilding and work to establish a culture of peace are an underfi-
nanced element of international cooperation. It is important, however, to 
strengthen civil society as a development actor in its own right, to promote 
NGO networks and to protect those involved against violence. 

The war in Ukraine has made preventing violence a more pressing issue 
than ever. At the same time, the war has kicked off a huge arms race and 
militarisation campaign. There is the risk here that funding which is urgently 
needed for action on social and climate policy will be shelved. For the first 
time, the 2021 report on Swiss security policy recognised the climate crisis 
and the dangers of a pandemic as factors of relevance to security. This recog-
nition must now be followed up by realigning Swiss security policy with 
collective and human security. 

This is not possible today as a result of direct and structural violence. A 
look at Switzerland’s migration and asylum policy and practice shows that 
return centres are often run under degrading conditions that make people ill. 
People are subject to racial profiling, stopped by the police far too often purely 
on the basis of racialised or ethnicised characteristics, in particular their skin 
colour or (assumed) religion. One woman in ten in Switzerland is affected by 
psychological, physical or sexualised violence by her husband or partner. 

Internationally there is also a need to prevent violence and conflict by 
monitoring flows of money and weapons. Suisse Secrets showed that Credit 
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https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/resource-publication/global-analysis-2021-0
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/resource-publication/global-analysis-2021-0
https://www.alliancesud.ch/en/politics/development-policy/development-policy/who-afraid-ngos
https://www.alliancesud.ch/en/politics/development-policy/development-policy/who-afraid-ngos
https://www.vbs.admin.ch/en/home/search/search-template.detail.document.html/vbs-internet/en/documents/security-policy/security-reports/2021/sipol-b-2021-e.pdf.html
https://www.stop-racial-profiling.ch/en/home-3/
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• The federal government, cantons 
and local authorities consistently 
involve affected parties in political 
decision-making. They provide  
sufficient resources to permit ef-
fective participation. Marginalised 
groups receive special support. 

• Switzerland establishes a strong 
national human rights institution. 
It works independently and is prop-
erly funded. 

• Switzerland actively combats  
repression and develops guidelines 
to protect NGOs and the media 
from SLAPPs. 

• Authorities identify practical  
preventive action to end structur-
al, institutional, cultural and direct 
violence such as racial profiling 
and gender-specific violence. They 
create effective monitoring and 
control systems. Misconduct is in-
vestigated and punished. 

• Switzerland respects, protects  
and encourages civic participation 
at home and abroad. It encourages 
political education so that a di-
verse civil society can participate 
in political processes actively  
and on an equal footing. In its in-
ternational cooperation work, 

Switzerland also engages with au-
tocratic regimes and in sensitive 
contexts. The Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs increases the 
funding available to protect human 
rights defenders and peace activ-
ists.

• Switzerland aligns its security pol-
icy strategy, including the Swiss 
armed forces, with collective and 
human security, and instead of  
investing in re-arming itself turns 
its attention to combating security 
risks such as climate change and 
pandemics. 
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Suisse is still managing the assets of dictators and instigators of conflict and 
their families. According to the Swiss National Bank, in the years prior to the 
pandemic raw materials worth between 60 and 110 billion francs were being 
bought from Russia and sold on around the world. Switzerland exports 
weapons to countries that violate human rights and suppress civic participa-
tion. Thanks to the Corrective Initiative, rules have been toughened up again 
that previously would even have allowed exports to countries under civil 
war.
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